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Dear WCS Parents/Guardians, 

Welcome to the 2016-2017 school year!  In addition to being an exciting time for our entire school community, 

this new school year is special because we are all members of an exceptional IB Catholic school that takes pride in 

building upon the academic successes of our students.  We take pride also in the spiritual, social, and reflective 

growth of our students. 

The International Baccalaureate has a strong curriculum framework, building knowledge, skills, attitudes and 

conceptual understanding, as well as encouraging students to take action and become life- long learners. This 

learning and personal development does not stop once the school day ends.  As IB parents, the reinforcement and 

consolidation of student learning and development away from the classroom is critical and powerful.  Through 

the Learner Profile, we aim to develop the whole child, fostering positive attitudes, and skill development. 

The Learner Profile strives to build global citizens and life- long learners, challenging us all to be the best we can 

be in the home, in the community, and in school.  As parents, using this language and terminology in the home can 

be a powerful way of reinforcing the attributes of the Learner Profile. Below are some ways of encouraging your 

child to continue their personal development using the Learner Profile word of the month of September:  Caring. 

Students who are Caring want people around them to be happy and are sensitive to their needs.  They 

think about the world and work to take care of their community and the environment.  They remember to 

treat others how they themselves would like to be treated. 

Some things you can do to help develop Caring young people: 
 Role model the caring behavior you would like to see in your child.  Using kind words, helping 

people without being asked, and  being an active listener all show your child that you care about 
people. 

 Think about how your family can get involved with community organizations. 
 Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Compost 
 Smile 

 After reading a book, spend some time considering how the people in the book acted.  Was 

someone in the book caring? All of the time or just some of the time?   

We celebrate a different Learner Profile attribute each month of the school year. The attached Learner Profile 

Chart also lists which month a specific attribute will be emphasized.  You will be notified by me when your child 

will receive an award.  You are always welcome to attend the award presentations.   Our first IB Awards program 

will be held on September 21, at 10:15 am in the Gym.  We hope you are able to join us.   

Our Middle School teachers and the specialists will be busy working on the MYP application for authorization.  

They will work with an IB Consultant.  This process is intense, involving a commitment of time for planning and 

training.  We are excited with our status as an IB MYP candidate school, and look forward to meeting the 

requirements to become an MYP authorized world school. 

Again, welcome to this new school year.  I look forward to making our Sixth year an exceptional one! 

Karen Scharrer-Erickson                   
IB Coordinator  
 


